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J 
February 27, 1951 
Dear John: 
Your l e t t e r ( o f the t w e n t y - f o u r t h ) , f o l l o w i n g upon the 
echoes of your ganidfather's strange a t t a c k , was thought-provoking. 
So many thoughts have been provoked t h a t I have no i d e a which ones, 
i f any, you would l i k e to share. 
Your a b i l i t y to f e e l a t home at ^ % r v a r d i s aliealthy s i g n , 
one t h a t we can point to w i t h p r i d e . I can't ima.gine a b e t t e r place 
f o r you to f e e l a t home. Yet the r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t an only c h i l d 
upon whom you have bean e s p e c i a l l y dependent i s beginning to f i n d 
another home i s not an altogether happy one. There i s the ever 
present hope t h a t the c h i l d i s l e s s d i s t a n t than he seems to be and 
and t h a t you, as parent, continue to have, by a miracle of remote 
c o n t r o l , the r i g h t to i n f l i c t y o u r s e l f upon him. One of your f a t h e r ' 
most m e r c i l e s s and t r u t h f u l observations i s t h a t people are not im-
proved by parenthood. Ifeny of them aim to be and sometimes seem to 
be. But the day e v e n t u a l l y conies when, i f there i s any t r u t h l e f t 
i n them, they must admit t h a t they are n e i t h e r b e t t e r nor w i s e r only 
a good deal o l d e r . And my most acute observation upon the subject 
of old age i s that the older you get the more curious you are about 
the business of being young. So, don't knock y o u r s e l f out but t e l l 
us a l l you t h i n k we can bear. I read your l e t t e r s aloud to yoin* 
grandparents and d i s c u s s every comma and a d j e c t i v e w i t h them. Your 
grarjimather l i v e s f o r two things now: your l e t t e r s and feeding the 
dogs. 
The old f o l k s a t home commend you f o r doing what had to 
be done about ^%ncy. She probably f e e l s a l i t t l e imposed upon now. 
But f i f t e e n years from now she w i l l be glad you stopped w r i t i n g to 
her and so, ^ hope, w i l l you. 
'I'hanks f o r the date. And a s p e c i a l g r a t i t u d e f o r t r y i n g 
to discover Don Perez Nunez de Guzman. The notorious Nuno, i f the 
same man, must have been i n h i s e i g h t i e s v/hen e l e c t e d to the o f f i c e 
you mentioned because he was ''uan's f i r s t i m ster and probably past 
twenty-one when «̂ uan v;as seven. Of course there was old age then 
too, i n s p i t s of the plague and a l l the other soimd reasons f o r 
dying f a i r l y young. I ' l l have to t h i n k about buying lierrinian. But 
you might get a p r i c e on i t . Meanwhile I ' l l look at the e d i t i o n i n 
the Reading l i b r a r y which did not appeal too s t r o n g l y to me some 
years ago. At the moment I'm s t r o n g l y i n c l i n e d to f i n i s h the thing 
i n my usual s t a t e of confusion. 
Your t a l k s v/ith Mr. P e r r y sound e x c i t i n g . Good Luck. 
And thanks f o r everything , | -T^A 
P.S. Did you ever get a can of p r e t z e l s ? Look f o r s l a c k s 
i n about a week. 
